
LOOKING FOR AND PREPARING FOR THE COMING OF THE LORD 

● Jesus is coming again. Acts 1:9-11; Matt. 16:27; 24:30, 32-51; 1 Thess. 4:15-17; Rev. 1:7; 22:12.  

These verses only give a broad picture.  There are many other details related to His coming.  Jesus will 

come suddenly at an unknown time, so we must be ready, spiritually prepared (Mk. 13:28-37).  The 

parable of the fig tree shows that when Israel comes to life again (1948) then the Lord’s return is near 

(Mk. 13:28-29). We do not know the day of His return, but we are in the season of His return now. 

● Believers should be looking for the Lord’s return with great anticipation.  We should be looking for the 

blessed hope and appearing of Jesus (Titus 2:12-13).  As we hold this hope in our hearts in a living way, 

it will help us purify ourselves for that day (1 John 3:1-3).  We should eagerly wait for our Savior to come 

back from heaven (Phil. 3:20).  For those who eagerly await Him (Heb. 9:28), there is the promise of a 

special “deliverance.” (“Salvation” in Heb. 9:28 is a “deliverance” related to positive reward, not eternal 

salvation.) Those looking for events of the end of this age should be diligent to live godly lives (2 Pet. 

3:12-14). We should be those who love the Lord’s appearing (2 Tim. 4:7-8).  All of these verses strongly 

tell us that our Lord’s return is not just a doctrine, but should have a definite effect on the lives of 

believers, affecting their hearts’ desires, longings, motivations and daily decision making.  The Lord’s 

return should be a powerful, motivating force in the lives of believers. 

● Believers will receive a glorified body when Christ returns. Our body will be like Christ’s resurrection 

body.  It will be incorruptible and without the presence of sin.  1 Cor. 15:40-44, 50-53; Phil. 3:20-21. 

● When Jesus returns He will reign in His glorious kingdom of 1,000 years. Two future phases of God’s 

kingdom are yet to come.  The next phase will be the 1,000 year Kingdom of Christ, which He will 

establish upon His return (Lk. 19:11-12, 15; Acts 1:6-11; Rev. 11:15).  Christ will openly reign on the earth 

from His throne in Jerusalem (Matt. 19:28; 25:31; Is. 2:1-3; 24:23; Mic. 4:6-8: Rev. 20:4-6).  This age is 

called the regeneration in Matt. 19:28, and called the “the times of restoration” (Acts 3:21) as a fulfillment 

of prophecy (Is. 11:1-10; 65:18-25).   This title indicates that this period is a time when the earth is 

released from its bondage to corruption (Rom. 8:20-21).  Blessings upon the earth during the 1,000 

year kingdom:  The lifting of the curse.  The curse brought in by Adam’s sin is lifted to a great degree 

in the coming Kingdom age.   The creation is released from its bondage to corruption (Rom. 8:21; Is. 

11:6-9; 35:1; 55:13).  Satan will be bound (Rev. 20:1-3).  Health for the redeemed (Is. 33:24; 35:5-6).  

Peace (Is. 2:4).   Righteousness and justice (Is. 11:4; 32:1).  Joy (Is. 14:7; 51:11).  Comfort (Is. 49:13).  

Truth will prevail (Jer. 33:6; Zech. 8:3). Material prosperity (Jer. 31:12).  Holiness (Is. 11:9).  Fullness 

of the Holy Spirit (Is. 44:3).   

● Jesus will reward His faithful believers with a special share in this coming kingdom.  When Jesus 

returns, every believer will give an account of His Christian life to Jesus at His Judgment Seat (2 Cor. 

5:10; Rom. 14:10-12; Rev. 22:12).  Those believers who have lived faithful lives will receive a positive 

recompense from Christ, allowing them to be joint-heirs with Christ in His kingdom (Rom. 8:17; Heb. 1:9; 

3:14). Those who learn self-denial and obedience now will be prepared to reign then and also be priests 

to God (Lk. 19:16-17; Rom. 8:17b, 2 Tim. 2:12a; Rev. 20:6).  The reward to the faithful believer also 

includes a magnified, intimate enjoyment of Christ as eternal life, which is in accord with man’s design of 

being created in the image of God (Lk. 18:30; Jn. 17:3; Rev. 2:7, 17; 3:4, 12).  Paul lived with the sole 

ambition of being pleasing to the Lord in light of the coming Judgment Seat of Christ (2 Cor. 5:9-10).  He 

portrayed the Christian life as a race for the prize of being approved to share in the kingdom reward (1 

Cor. 9:24-27).  Those who live sinful lives, or who do not serve well, or who live for pleasure today instead 

of seeking this prize will lose this reward and be disciplined by God (Matt. 24:42-51; 25:14-30; Lk. 12:35-

48; 1 Cor. 6:8-10; Gal. 5:16-21; Eph. 5:3-5; Heb. 12:16-17).  However, all tears will be wiped away in 

eternity and all believers will reign with God in eternity (Rev. 21:1-5; 22:3-5). 


