
TWO GREAT PRINCIPLES IN THE NT: (1) Eternal Salvation by Grace; (2) Reward 

According to Works  

● To understand the Bible we must know these two principles.  There are many verses which apply to the 

believer’s future status and condition, but these are often misunderstood because of lack of 

understanding these two principles. These two principles are like two shelves for two types of items.  

Confusion results when an item is on the wrong shelf.  Similarly, verses applying to reward are often 

wrongly thought by people to belong to the “eternal salvation” shelf.  

● Our eternal salvation, being saved from God’s judgment upon sin in order to be with God throughout 

eternity, is given to us as a free gift. It is God’s grace to us. This gift is received by faith. Clear verses 

showing that our eternal salvation is a gift received through faith are Jn. 5:24; Acts 16:30-31; Eph. 2:5,8,9.  

Faith and grace exclude works (Rom. 4:1-8; 11:6). Jesus Christ paid the penalty for our sins, making it 

possible for salvation to be a free gift (Acts 13:38-39; Rom. 3:22-24). 

● The other principle involves some reward, or recompense, to men based upon their works, their doings.  

The Bible declares that every man will be recompensed by God according to his works after Christ returns 

to earth (Matt. 16:27; Rev. 22:12).  For unbelievers, this recompense will be an eternity apart from God in 

the “lake of fire” (which pictures eternal torment), because no man can be justified (declared righteous) by 

his works before a holy God (Rom. 3:9-20; Rev. 20:11-15).  The only escape from this fate is by faith in 

Christ for salvation (Rom. 3:23-26; 4:5). The recompense for believers is decided at the Judgment Seat of 

Christ and is based upon the things that they have done since becoming a believer (Rom. 14:10-12; 2 

Cor. 5:10).  The recompense for a believer can be positive or negative, but does not affect his eternal 

salvation, which is a free gift. Note the potential for positive or negative results for a believer in just one 

matter (Eph. 6:5-8; Col. 3:22-25).  Such recompense falls in the next age of 1,000 years. 

● Those believers who are approved for positive reward at Christ’s Judgment Seat may receive various  

crowns (the reward of ruling with Christ in the future 1,000 year kingdom – 2 Tim. 2:12; Rev. 20:6):  1. 

The imperishable crown, awarded for self-control (1 Cor. 9:24-27); 2. The crown of rejoicing, awarded 

for fruitful labor in the lives of others (1 Thess. 2:19); 3. The crown of righteousness, awarded for 

righteous living due to love of the Lord’s appearing (2 Tim. 4:8); 4. The crown of life, awarded for faithful 

endurance under trial and persecution (Jas. 1:12; Rev. 2:10); 5. The crown of glory, awarded to the 

genuine, godly, and faithful shepherds of the Lord’s flock (1 Pet. 5:2-4).  Those believers who are 

disapproved for positive reward will suffer some negative penalty from the Lord during the 1,000 year 

kingdom. There will be degrees of punishment depending upon the seriousness of the disobedience in 

the Christian’s life. Those who persist in some sinful lifestyles will be excluded from the joy of Christ’s 

kingdom during that kingdom age of 1,000 years and may suffer more penalties (1 Cor. 6:8-10; Gal. 5:19-

21; Eph. 5:3-5).  Those who do not serve will also be excluded, but those who serve faithfully now will 

enter into the joy of Jesus’ kingdom (Matt. 25:14-30).  All of our sins are eternally and legally forgiven due 

to Christ’s redemption (Eph. 1:7), but the Bible reveals that in “time,” before eternity, God in His moral 

government may punish us with some discipline for our sins (note Acts 5:1-11; 1 Cor. 11:27-32).  Sins 

disrupt our fellowship with God, and should be sincerely confessed and repented of so that God can 

forgive us these sins before the Judgment Seat of Christ arrives (1 Jn. 1:7-10; Prov. 28:13).  Such 

forgiveness is viewed as “fellowship forgiveness,” which differs from “eternal forgiveness.”  Any sin we 

sincerely confess will not be brought up at Christ’s Judgment Seat, but will have been forgiven. 

● All believers already possess “eternal life,” the life of God, due to simple faith (Jn. 3:16; Jn. 17:3; 1 Jn. 

5:11-13). However, the reward of a greatly increased enjoyment of eternal life awaits faithful disciples in 

the “age to come,” the next age of 1,000 years (Mk. 10:28-30; Lk. 18:28-30).   


